The order was clear. Our Swiss customer
Micro Crystal AG wanted to replace its old

rinse dryer with a new system offering =

greater production capacity. We worked clo- B

sely with the customer to develop and install

the optimum solution in the form of the SA- B

WATEC RD-50 rinse dryer.

Dr. Bruno Studer, Vice President of Pro-
duction at Micro Crystal AG, said: “We were
recently able to start running an initial SA-
WATEC RD-50 rinse dryer. SAWATEC specifi-
cally built the RD-50 to meet our
requirements. The extremely compact de-
sign enabled us to install the unit in our exis-
ting wet bench system without having to
make major adjustments to the infra-
structure. At the same time the machine has
a 50% higher throughput compared to our
old rinse dryers. The process now runs in a
highly reproducible way and delivers very
good results. The unit features a very pro-
fessional design and has been running reli-
ably without any malfunctions over the past

few months, even though we are using it 24
hours a day.”

SAWATEC project manager Igor Frommelt
commented on the challenges of this project:
“As well as the design of an optimum and
perfectly balanced bearing for the drum the
heated supply line also posed a real chal-
lenge. Our solution enables the various media
to reach the desired temperature and to be
completely blown out with short throughput
times of nitrogen and DI water.”

Wet bench system delivered to ETH Ziirich

SAWATEC AG delivered a sophisticated
wet bench solution to ETH Zirich in au-
tumn 2009. The specification called for
two wet benches - each with three hot-
plates and a spin module as well as a two
tier oven - to be built in a very restricted
space so that several operators could
work on them at the same time. SAWA-
TEC engineering know-how combined
with proven SAWATEC technology enab-
led the company to offer the customer an
ideal, bespoke and cost-effective wet
bench solution and to deliver on schedule.
As Otte Homan and Maria Leibinger from
the ‘FIRST' centre of micro- and nanosci-
ence at ETH Zirich commented: “Both we
the operators and over 120 users of our
research laboratory are highly satisfied

with our new SAWATEC spinner bench.
Our process results have clearly improved
since we received it. We chose SAWATEC
AG to be our supplier because they were
very good at dealing with our specialised
customer requirements. We're absolutely
convinced that we made the right choice.
And the after-sales service is excellent.”

Angelika Fiegl, project manager at SAWA-
TEC AG commented on the challenges of
this project: “The challenge was to inte-
grate our wet bench in a laboratory which
had already been set up. So we had to re-
construct our standard components in
order to meet our customer’s specific re-
quirements. We managed to do this by
working very closely together with ETH.”
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